Few data are available on the in situ behaviour of sea snakes. Sea snakes are particularly abundant in the lagoon of New Caledonia (Ineich and Laboute 2002) , including the reefs and shallow bays that fringe the city of Nouméa. Baie des Citrons, the most popular beach in the city, harbours a sizeable resident population of turtle-headed sea snake (Emydocephalus annulatus) which has been studied since 2002 (Shine et al. 2003 Shine 2005) . Next in occurrence are the horned sea snake (Acalyptophis peronii; Fig. 1a ) and the olive-headed sea snake (Hydrophis major; Fig. 1b) . Other species occasionally enco\untered in Baie des Citrons are the sea kraits Laticauda saintgironsi and L. laticaudata, Dubois' sea snake (Aipysurus duboisii) and Cogger's sea snake (H. coggeri). The relative abundance of both H. major and A. peronii in Baie des Citrons makes this site favourable to their study in the wild.
a Horned sea snake (A. peronii) in Baie des Citrons, Nouméa, ambushing a pale dartfish at the entrance of its burrow while a congener looks on. b Oliveheaded sea snake (H. major) in Ouémo, Nouméa, hunting coral demoiselle
